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MY LORD, 


72 S nothing can more affect the Commerce 

92 » of this Kingdom, than the Bill now depend- 

5 ing in Your LoRpsnlP's Houſe, relating 

WWE 0 the Trade carried on by the Brizzſh Nor- 
tern Colonies to the Britiſh and the Fo- 
reign Sugar-Settlements; and as it is 4 
Matter of the higheſt Importance to this Kingdom, the 
Proſperity and Welfare whereof, few are more deeply in- 


tereſted in, and none have more at heart. than Your LoRD- 
SHIP : ſo I am perſuaded YouR Lok DSS great Candour 


will indulge me, in laying. before You the following Con- 
ſiderations, on ſo weighty an Affair; and which I ſhall do 
with the utmoſt Impartiality, as I am a ſincere Well-wiſher 


to the Proſperity of all the Britiſb Plantations in America, 


and ſhould be exceeding ready and glad to contribute my 
ſmall Aſſiſtance, to any Meaſures, that might be thought 


of for their joint Service, which were at the ſame time 


conſiſtent with the Intereſt of Ereat- Britain. But as the 
Altcration propoſed by this Bill to be made in the Ame- 
rican- Trade, ſeems to me to be of no real Benefit to the 
Britiſh Sugar-Iſlands, with regard to the Publick, and 


would be attended with irreparable Damage to all the 


Britiſh Northern Colonics, and be greatly detrimental to 
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this Kingdom, and be only beneficial to the French and 
Dutch; Your LoxDshir will not, I am ſure, be ſur- 


prized, if I ſhould hope it might never paſs into a Law. 


IN order, My Lonp, to form a right and true Judgment 
of this Bill, I humbly conceive, it is proper to conſider, 


WHAT the Evil is, which the Sugar-Planters complain 
of, and which the Bill is intended by the Publick to remedy. 


T O what Cauſes ſuch Evil is properly aſſignable. 


WHETHER the Methods taken by this Bill, are like- 
_ ly to attain the End propoſed. 


AND what may be the good or ill Conſequences of 
the Bill in other reſpeQs. 8 a 


THE Evil which is publickly complained of and aſ- 
ſigned by the Sugar-Planters, as the Foundation of this 
Bill, is ſingly this. That the French by ſelling their Su- 
gars cheaper than the Engliſh, in foreign Markets, have 
almoſt beat the Engliſb out of that Branch of the Sugar- 
Trade, which, they would have it believed, is principally 
owing to the Britiſb Northern Colonies taking from the 
French their Molaſſes and Rum in Exchange for the Lum- 
ber, Horſes and Proviſions, which the Britiſb Nothern Co- 
lonies ſupply them with: And therefore, by the reſtrain- 
ing the Northern Colonies from taking off their Molaſſes 
and Rum, the Sugar-Planters vainly hope, to deceive the 
Britiſb Legiſlature into an Opinion, that the French muſt 
be forced to raiſe their Price of Sugars to ſuch a height, 
as that the Engliſh will be thereby enabled to underſell 
them in foreign Markets, without reducing the Price of 
their Sugars. | | 

| BUT 
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BUT I beg the Sugar-Planters will excuſe me, if I can- 
not compliment them with my Judgment and Underſtand- 
ing, in going along with them, either in the Cauſes they 
aſlign of the preſent Difficulties they would have it be- 
lievd they labour under, or that this Bill, ſhould it paſs 
into a Law, (which out of the Regard I have for the Trade 
and Commerce of this Kingdom, I humbly hope it never 
will) would have the Effect they point out; but ſo far 
from it, I am firmly perſuaded it would have the con- 
trary Effects I have juſt before mentioned, and which I 
hope clearly to demonſtrate to YouR LoRDSHIP in the Se- 
quel of this Letter. : 


THAT the French at preſent underſell the Engliſh 
in the Sugar-Trade in Foreign Markets, is a Fact no- 
toriouſly true; and I am ſo far from diſputing this, that 
1 will readily admit what the Sugar-Planters have pub- 
lickly alledged, that the French (ell their Sugars at leaſt 
Twenty-five per Cent. cheaper than the Engliſb can afford 
to ſend Sugars. from London to the Foreign Markets at 
the common Price they now ſell for here. But that they 
arc enabled ſo to do by the Northern Colonies taking off 
their Molaſſes and Rum in Exchange for their Lumber, 
is what I muſt beg leave abſolutely to deny. And howe- 
ver diſagreeable it may be to the Sugar-Planters, I ſhall. 
take the Liberty of laying before YouR LorDsSnlPp what I 
apprehend to be the true and real Cauſes of this Diffe- 
rence in Price between the Britiſh and Foreign Sugars, vis. 
The prohibiting the French from bringing their Sugars to 
Barbadoes, an avaricious Deſire in the Britiſh Planters of 
keeping Sugars up at an unreaſonable Price, beyond what 
the Market can bear, and an Unwillingneſs to retrench 
in their Way of Living, which of late Years has been run 
up to the utmoſt Extravagance: for if they would be 

| contented 
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contented with a moderate Gain, or live within the Bounds 
of any tolerable Frugality, there would be no Foundation 
for their complaining, as if they were on the Brink of 
Ruin, -nor would they ſtand in need of a Law to enable 
them to underſell the French. 


THIS will very clearly appear, when I inform Your 
LoRDsA1P that Barbadbes (the firſt Engliſb Sugar Settlement 
in America) did at their firſt Settlement, and for many Years 
afterwards, fell their Muſcovado Sugar in the Iſland for 
Ten Shillings a Hundred; yet at that Price, though they 
Paid at leaſt Twenty per Cent. more for their Lumber, and 
moſt of their other Neceſſaries (Negroes only excepted) and 
though they had then all the Difficulties to encounter, 
which naturally attend a new Settlement in clearing their 
Lands, -and had many chargeable Sugar-Works to raiſe 
from the Ground, which were very expenſive ; and though 
they then made little or no Profit from their Molaſſoes, 
they lived in a very handſome Manner, and yet acquired 
large Eſtates. And would the Deſcendants of theſe Ance- 


ſtors be contented With the ſame Profits, there would be 


no fear but their Sugars would find the ſame vent now 
in Foreign Markets, as they did then; and at that Price, 
a conſiderable Profit would yearly ariſe to the Planters, 
and then, My EorD, the Sugar-Iflands would continue 


to be a beneficial Branch of Trade to this Nation by their 


e remand 


BU T as our Home-Conſumption of Sugar mieacly en- 
creaſed, as it did Rxewiſe in other Parts of Europe, and 
the Britiſh Sugar-Planters having before the Year 1715 
the greateſt Part of the Sugar-Trade of Europe in their own 


Hand; (for I muſt here beg Your-LoRDsarP's Indulgence 


to inform you, that Barbaaves before the Year 1715, uſed 


ro mu with the French, and by taking off their Sages 
an 
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and Molaſſes prevented their ſeeking out for other Mar- 
kets, and thereby almoſt wholly engroſſed the Sugar- 
Trade into their own hands, and were become the com- 
mon Channel of that Trade,) and imagining they were 
then ſuch abſolute Maſters of the Sugar-Trade, that they 
could manage it as they pleaſed, and ſet their own Price 
on this Commodity; they very indiſcreetly raiſed the 
Price of Sugars upon us by degrees, even to more than 
double the firſt Price: And as one wrong Step is too fre- 
quently followed with another, and being tempted thereto 
by the great Profits they thus made in the Riſe of their 
Sugars; and vainly hoping, if they prohibited Foreign Su- 
gars being brought to Barbadoes, the French could not 
find their Way to the European Markets, but muſt throw 
up their Sugar-Plantations, and then they ſhould be with- 
out Competitors in the Sugar-Trade, and in Conſequence 
thereof raiſe the Price ſtill higher ; they very inconſide- 
rately, 


IN the Year 1715, laid a Duty upon the Importation 
of French Sugars and Molaſſes into Barbados, too great 
to be ſupported, and by that Means loſt that Trade en- 
tirely, (excepting what is carried on clandeſtinely, which 
is very common.) 


As the fatal Conſequences attending this ill - judged 
Step were eaſily to be foreſeen, ſo they immediately fol- 
lowed: for the French taking advantage of this impoli- 
tick Prohibition, and likewiſe of the Britiſb Sugar- Plan- 
ters having thus run up the Price of Sugars, they very 
ſoon after found out the Way to Foreign European Mar- 
kets themſelves, and at length by underſelling the Engliſh, 
have carried from them almoſt all that Branch of the Su- 
FFW MO: . 


SO 
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S O that I humbly ſubmit it to Your Lonpmie's great 
Judgment and Penetration, whether, theſe may not be 
very properly aſſigned among the true, if not ranked as 
- the chief and principal Cauſes which have enabled the 
French thus greatly to underſell the Engliſh, and endan- 
-ger our total Loſs of the Re-exportation of this Commo- 


I' MUST likewiſe beg leave to ſubmit to Your Lorp- 
-$HIP's Conſideration, as another Reaſon of the preſent Re- 
- duction in the Price of Sugars; The very great Encreaſe 
in the Quantities thereof, which have been imported into 
Europe, from what uſed to be formerly. The Dutch 
import great Quantities from Surinam, the French from 
Martinico, Hiſpaniola, and many other Places, and the 
- Portugueſe from Brazil; beſides great Quantities which 
of late Years have been brought from the Eaſt-Indies. 
The Importations of Sugar from theſe different Parts of 
the Globe, being very conſiderable, they fo ſtock d the 
European Markets, that the Buyers or Conſumers took 
advantage thereof to lower the Price of the Commodity; 
and it is not the leaſt Matter of Wonder that thoſe, Who 
would ſell the Commodity cheapeſt, ſhould. carry away 
the Market from thoſe, who obſtinately inſiſted on keep- 
ing the Commodity up at an advanced Price; a Price be- 
- yond what the Market would bear. And though it is 
reaſonable to think the Britiſb Sugar-Planters, who had 
been longeſt in the Poſſeſſion of this Trade, and Who, as 
they themſelves alledge, defray the whole Expence of 
their Plantations from their Molaſſes and Rum, and who 
navigate much cheaper than the French, ſhould have been 
able to have ſold their Sugars at a cheaper Rate than any 
Foreigner could: Let it is certain the Engliſb were the 
only Sellers, who held up the Commodity at a Price, 

which few, if any Buyers, cared to give. 
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THERE is, My Lon, another Reaſon, and that not 
an. inconſiderable one, which has greatly conduced to the 
Britiſh Sugar-Planters being underſold by Forcigners: it 
is this, Our Planters in the JHeſt-Indies have of late 
Years run into a Profuſeneſs of Living, which the French 
and Dutch are entire Strangers to. Nay, Mr Lorn, 
mit me to acquaint you what, ſtrange as it is, I can- 
not help relating upon this occaſion; that it has been pub- 
lickly avowed, and cven given in Evidence in this En- 
quiry, that it was an Inſtance of Oeconomy and good Huſ- 
bandry in Barbadoes for a Planter to drive his Wife and 
Daughters to Church upon a Sunday in a Coach and Six. 


AND ſurely, My Lonn, there is no Occaſion to give 
any other Inſtance of the very free and expenſive Manner 
in which the Barbadians live, when it is owned, that to 
keep a Coach and Six, which in England is reckoned one 
of the moſt uncrring Marks of Wealth and Plenty, is, with 


our Mes- Indians, rank'd amongft the Inftances of Fruga- 
lity and Occonomy. — 1 Inſtance indeed! And 


what an Idea muſt this give Your Lon bst, and all Man- 
kind, of the Splendor and Grandeur of a Heft- Indian Equi- 
page? eſpecially when I humbly inform Your Lonpare 
of the way that was taken to make out the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, which was this; That the Expence of Side · Sad- 
dles for the Planters Wives and Daughters there, would coſt 
more than the Coach; and the Damage the Sweat of the 
Horſes would occaſion to the fine Embroidered Petticoats 
1 the Planter in more than keeping a Coach and 
ix. | 


I Mus r further acquaint You Lonvaniy, That this 
was at the ſame time likewiſe endeavoured to be ac- 
counted for by the 0 ariſing from the Labour and 
7 ran Dung 
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Dung of the Horſes: But by the ſame Rule of Reaſoning 
it will be as good Management in every Engliſb Farnier, 
who keeps a Team and fix Farm-Horſes (and few of any 
Subſtance have leſs) to ſet up his Coach and Six, as it is 
in a Barbadoes Planter; but God forbid Great-Britain 
ſhould gyer know this Kind of Good Husbandry, or en- 
deavour to rival this Part of our Meſt-Indian Occonomy. 


MV LORD, does not this at once ſhew where the real 
Evil lies? Does not this ftrongly point out what is the pro- 
per Remedy to remove it | 37 


MY LORD, the Britiſh Sugar-Planters may continue 
complaining of the Decay of the Sugar-Trade, as long as 
they ſee fitting, but whilſt they live in ſuch Affluence 
and Plenty, who will believe them? I wiſh, My Lorp, 
ſincerely wiſh, they don't deceive themſelves too long, and 
till they play the Fool in earneſt at laſt. They may think 
what they pleaſe, but unleſs they will retrench ſomething 


from their ſuperfluous way of Living, and agree to ſell 
their Sugars at ſuch a Price as the Foreign Markets will 


yield, Great Britain will, in a little Time, wholly loſe 
the Re-cxportation of this Commodity; which, whenever 
it happens, the Sugar-Trade will not then add any thing 
to the National Riches of this Kingdom, by encreaſing the 
Ballance of our Trade; which can only be done by the 
Advantage ariſing from Re- exportation. They will indeed 
prevent our buying Sugars from Foreigners, but as we raiſe 
it, ſo we ſhall conſume it among ourſelves, but not on 

Penny will be brought into the Nation by it. | 


AND it is not to be expected in the Reaſon and Na- 
ture of Thinge, that we can ever recover the Foreign Su- 
gar-Trade, unleſs we will carry our Goods to Market as 
cheap as Foreigners; and which L am fully perſuaded it is 

| | in 
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in the power of our Sugar-Planters to do, if they wou'd 
bat-find a Will fot it. | 


FOR, My Lonp, it is moſt certain that all the Mate- 
rials neceſſary for raiſing of Sugar, come much dearer to 
the Freuch than to our Meſt- India Iſlands. They pay for 
their Negroes near Forty per Cent. dearer than the Engliſh; 
and for all other Neceſſaries, namely, Cloathing, Proviſions 
of all ſorts, Plantation - Utenſils, ſuch as Coppers, Stills, 
Cattle, Lumber, and in general, whatever is uſeful for them, 
they pay much dearer than our own Sugar - Colonies; and 
yet they have always ſold their Sugars in America for 
near Thirty per Cent. and their Molaſſes and Rum * 


two Thirds leſs than the Eng liſb. 


ARE not all theſe very great Advantages which our Ilan- 
ders have over the French; how then does this true and 
faithful Account of Facts, 28 they really are, agree with the 


ſtrong Aſſertions of our Weſt-Indians, that che my 


have great Advantages above them? 


WHAT chen is it chat can poſſibly enable the French 
to ſell their Sugars in the European Markets cheaper than 
the Engliſh, unleſs it be the Difference in their way of 
Living, and their being contented with a leſs Profit than 


the Engliſo are? 


FOR. as to the Arguments drawn by the Britiſb Sugar: 
- Planters on this Head, from the Advantages the French have 
over them, on account of their Ground being freſh, and con- 
ſequently more productive than the Engliſh Settlements; and 
likewiſe on account of their Duties being more eaſy than 
ours; I can never bring myſelf to think that either of thoſe 
Arguments ought to have the leaſt Influence in the preſent 


eſtion. 
V B 2 BECAUSE, 


| 
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BECAUSE, ſuppoſing the French had ſome Ad- 
vantages over the Exgliſb in regard to the Smallneſs of 


their Duties, and the Newneſs and Fertility of their Soil, 


Jam yet at a loſs to know what Arguments could be 
drawn from thence, to ſhew that the French underſelling 
the Engliſh in Foreign Markets, was owing to the Northern 
Colonies ſupplying them with Lumber, and taking their 
Molaſſes in return: and if it would not do this, it could not 
yield any Argument in ſupport of this Bill. But I ſubmit it 
to YOUR LoRDs$Hry, that this would be to aſſign other and 
very different Cauſes by which the French were enabled to 
ſell their Sugars cheaper than the Englifh, and would con- 
ſequently furniſh very ſtrong Arguments againſt the Neceſ- 
ſity or Reaſonableneſs of the Bill. Os 


BESIDES, Mr Lonp, I really think the Sugar-Planters 
go upon a falſe Foundation in both theſe Arguments; for 
as to any Advantages in reſpect of their Soil, when the 
thing is fairly conſider d, I apprehend they have none. 


FOR where the Ground is freſh, the Settlements are 
new; and I believe I may venture to affirm, without the 
leaſt Fear of Contradiftion, that the vaſt Expence in erecting 
the neceſſary Works for a Sugar Plantation, which have 
been compared to a little Village by one of the moſt in- 
telligent Advocates for the Sugar Bill, and in the providing 
a ſafficient Quantity of Negroes and all other the live and 
dead Stock neceſſary to carry on a Sugar - Plantation, woud 
more than counterballance all the Advantages ariſing from 
the Newneſs of that Ground. Befides, My Lon, can it 
be denied but that we have new Ground in Jamaica, as 
well as the French have at Martinico; and if this alone 
gave ſach Advantages, why is not the new Ground in Fa- 
maica broke up, and the old Sugar Plantations transferred 

1888 — 
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to them? That it is not done, is certain ; and the Reaſon is 
plain, becauſe the old Sugar-Works will produce more 
Profit to the Planter, tho' leſs Sugar, than the planting new 
Ground would do, taking the Expence of erecting new 
Works in the Account. 


BUT, My Coda we have Ground now uſed in W 
as fertile as any the French have; I mean in Jamaica and St. 
Chriſtopher's. And yet, notwithſtanding any Advantage 
ariſing from thence, I never yet heard the Planters of theſe 
Lands ſold their Sugars cheaper than the Planters in any other 
of our Sugar-Iſlands. Beſides, My LorD, the Durch Sugar- 
Plantations are as old as ours, and yet they raiſe and ſell 
their Sugars as cheap as the French. All which being con- 
ſidered, and likewiſe conſidering that the Complaint of the 
Sugar - Planter is not, that they don't make Sugar enough, but 
that they can't ſell it dear enough; I ſubmit to Your 
Lokpshir what Weight ought to be laid on any Argument 
drawn from the Advantages the Foreign Sugar-Scttlements 
have over us on this account. 


I LIKE WISE think they have very little Advantage 
over us on the Head of Duties; for notwithſtanding the 
great Noiſe: ſome Gentlemen have delighted to make 
throughout this whole Enquiry on the Head of the Duty 
of Four and a Half per Cent. yet it is very well known that 
Duty, if it can be called a Duty, is of aboye Seventy Years 
ſtanding; and is (in the Nature of Tythes) payable in 
Specie ; and in the Collection of it, is made ſo very eaſy, 
that it does not really amount to above Two and 4 Half 
per Cent. and being paid in Specie, can have very little 
Effect on the Price of Sugars in Foreign Markets. And 74. 
maica, the moſt conſiderable of our Sugar · Iſlands, hath ne- 
ver paid this Duty ; and conſidering the great Adyantages 

the Sugar- "lands teceiv'd from the Indulgence 8 the 
rown, 
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Crown, in return of this Duty, and the eaſy manner of Col- 
lection, it is very ſurprizing that ſuch a uſe ſhould be en- 
deavour'd to be made of it, as has been but too viſible in 


the Courſe of this Enquiry. And as to the other Duties, 1 


haye been very credibly informed that the French Sugars 
pay Duties very near, if not equal to thoſe of the Engliſh. 


- BUT to come nearer to the preſent Enquiry, Is not 
the Complaint wholly and ſingly grounded on our Re- 
exportation-Trade? And is it not well-known to every 
one, who has made the leaſt Enquiry into Things of this 
Nature, that there is a Drawback allowed on the Re- 
exportation of this Commodity? What then becomes of 
this mighty Argument, and where was the Neceſlity of 
lugging in the Matter of Duties thus head over ſhoulders, 
in the preſent queſtion, unleſs with a View to make it a 
groundleſs Foundation of Clamour? which, from many 
other Inſtances I cou d mention, ſeems to have been more 
the View of ſome particular Perſons in this Enquiry, chan 
any Relief to the Sugar - Trade of Ereat-Britain. 


AND that this Decreaſe in the Price of Sugars is not 
owing to the Northern Colonies ſupplying the French 
and Dutch with Lumber, and taking their Molaſſes in 
Exchange, will be very fully made out, when I ſhall come 
to ſhew how ineffectual the Methods taken by this Bill 
arc to anſwer the Ends propoſed by the Publick. 


IHAVE thus humbly ſubmitted to Your Lorpsare's 
Conſideration thoſe - Cauſes, to which I apprehend our 
being underſold in Foreign Markets by the French in the 
Commodity of Sugar, are chicfly owing. Not that I 
think our Sugar-Planters have ſo much reaſon to com- 
plain, even on this Head, as they would be thought to 
1. 25 for as to the Price of Sugars, if it was computed 
d for 
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for theſe Twenty Years paſt, I am well aſſured it would 
not for that Time, on a Medium, excced what it is now 
at. And as tothe Re-exportation of this Commodity, I 
am very inclinable to think, that if the Accounts thereof 
were to be looked into for Fourteen Years paſt, the Re- 
exportations for the laſt Seven Years exceed thoſe of the 
firſt. But not to dwell any longer on this Part of the Caſe, 
I now beg leave to lay before Your LorDsmie ſuch Rea- 
ſons, as may in my humble Opinion clearly ſhew, that 
the Methods taken by this Bill will not have the leaſt 
Tendency to oblige the French to raiſe their Price of. 
Sugars, or at leaſt, not in ſuch a degree, as to oblige them 
to bring that Commodity dearer to Forcign Markets than. 
we do: and unleſs it will do this, it muſt be admitted to 
me, it can neither anſwer the Purpoſes of the Bill, nor any. 
one beneficial End to the Publick. And this depends upon. 
theſe Matters of Fact: | 


1. WHE THER the French and Dutch can be fur- 
niſhed with Lumber and Horſes, in caſe our Northern Co- 


lonies ſhould. be reſtrained from ſupplying them; and 
whether if they cou'd, there wou'd be any material Dif- 
ference in the Price ? 


2. WHETHER they cou'd find a Vent for their 
Molaſſes and Rum, if our Northern Colonies were not at 
liberty to take it from them? And whether even, ſuppo- 
ſing they cou'd not, {though I think I ſhall be able very 
fully to ſhew they can) that wow'd materially, or at all. 
affect the Price of Sugars in Foreign Markets ? 


AS to the chief of which Facts, indulge me, My Lorp, 
in expreſſing my Surprize that there cou'd ever be. any 
doubt conceived about them. As to the Article of Lum- 
ber, the French and Dutch have Plantations on the Main 


as 
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as well as we, from whence they might be ſapply's with 


all they now take from us. And ſuppoſing that at their firſt 
ſetting out it might not come quite ſo cheap to them as 
they at preſent buy it from our Northern Colonies,” yet 
they certainly could be immediately ſupply'd therewith, 
and at but a very trifling, if any Difference, in the 
Price ; I am ſure, not ſufficient to occaſion one Penny a 
hundred Weight difference in the Price of their Sugars. 


+ FOR it hath been very fully made out in the Courſe 
of this Enquiry, that they may have Lumber from great 
Varicty of Places of their own, for falling, cutting, and 
"tching. And when they were once got in the Way 
of it, they wou'd, beyond all queſtion, in a Year or two's 
Time, ſupply themſelves full as cheap, if not much cheaper, 
than they may now have it from our Northern Colonies. 
And it is certain, that the French and Dutch wou'd, 
when puſh'd to it, fall into this Method of ſupplying 


themſelves with Lumber from their own Settlements. 
The Dutch have Lumber ſufficient at Surinam for their 


own Uſe; and the French have Lumber at their very 


doors, even on. Martinico and Hiſpaniola the laſt of 


which is full of good Timber, and as well wooded as 
any Place in the Univerſe; and they now actually cut 
and bring Lumber from St. Lucia, and may and undoub- 
tedly will do the ſame from St. Vincent and Domingo, 
if they are forced to it. Beſides, they have Lumber in vaſt 
Quantities at Mi//ipps, where there is as great a Quantity 
of Timber as in any Part of the World; and the French 
have actually built ſeveral Ships at New Orleans in the Ri- 
ver Miſſiſippi. Strange Contradiction, My Lonp, that 
they ſnoud be able to build Ships in America, and yet 
not be able to furniſh their Sugar-Plantations with Staves! 
They have likewiſe vaſt Quantities of Oak and Pine, which 
are the Species of Timber, moſt proper for Lumber, 
_ on 
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on Cape-Breton, more than ſufficient to anſwer the Oc- 
caſions of all their Sugar-Settlements, and which they may 
have for cutting. The French have likewiſe an Iſland, 
which lies about ſix Leagues from Cape-Breton in the 
| Gulph of Sr. Lewrence, call'd St. John's, about twenty-three 
Leagues in Length, and eight Leagues Wide, which is ſo full 
of fine Timber, that this Iſland alone is ſufficient to fur- 
niſh all the French. Sugar Iſlands with Lumber, and 
which they may have only for cutting; and the Naviga- 
tion to and from this Ifland is rather better and quicker than 
to and from Boſton, it lying but ſeven Leagues from the 
Gut of Cauſoa; and the French can be ſupply d with Lum- 
ber from this Iſland and Cape- Breton, as cheap as from 
our Northern Colonies. They can likewiſe be ſup- 
ply d there with from Cayan, on the Main Continent, be- 
longing to the French, and which lies from Mart inico about 
South-Eaſt by Eaſt diſtant about two hundred and forty 
Leagues, and about eight Leagues to the Eaſtward of Su- 
rinam; which laſt Place will afford them as much Lum- 
ber as they can poſſibly want, and where they may have it 
for cutting, and the Navigation to and from which Place is 
ſafe and eaſy: beſides many other Places full of Timber, 
which lie as convenient. And indeed it is not to be be- 
liev'd, but that in ſuch large Tracts of Land on the Conti- 
nent, and in ſuch conſiderable Iſlands, as the French are 
allowed to be Maſters of in America, but that they muſt have 
an abundant Plenty of all Kinds of Timber. 


IT is a Fact admitted on all hands, that the French now 
furniſh themſelves with Cooperage and Mill-Timber, which 
is by far the moſt valuable and conſiderable Part of the Lum- 
ber, from their own Iſlands; and it is as certain, they could 
get all the reſt of their Lumber from any one of the ſe- 
veral Places before mention'd. And it hath, and will be 
ſhewn, that they may not we have Lumber ſufficient for 
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all their Purpoſes from Miſſiſippi, but have it much cheaper 
there, than from our own Northern Colonies, as they 
work there very cheap; for they ſell Decr-Skins for one 
Bit, which at New-England are worth four Bits a Pound. 
And it is really Matter of Wonder, they do not ſupply 
themſelves fully with Lumber from their Lands ; and the 
only Reaſon to be aſſigned for it, is, the very low and caſy 
Rates at which they arc ſupplied with Lumber from our 
Northern People. But we may be confident, they would 
ſoon fall into a Method of wholly ſupplying themſelves 
with Lumber from among themſelves ; if the Northern 
Colonies were prohibited from carrying it to them, they 
having already begun to fetch Lumber from Miſſiſippi, 
and which they now have from thence, ready cut and 
fallen to their hands, in exchange for their Rum and Mo- 
laſſes. Nay, My Lorp, they have actually loaded ſe- 
veral large Ships with Lumber from Miſſiſippi for Old 
France. 


IAM very ſenſible, that as to the French being ſupplied 
with Lumber from the Miſſiſippi, or the Gulph of Fr. 
Lawrence; it has been objected, That from the great 
Difficulty and Hazard of both theſe Navigations, and the 
Time which muſt neceſſarily be taken up therein, the Lum- 
ber would come ſo dear to the French, as that they could 
not afford to ſupply themſelves either of theſe Ways. 


THESE, Mr Lond, are Aſſertions very eaſy to be 
alledged, but impoſſible to be verified; nor hath any Thing 
of this nature been as yet ſufficiently made out: but on 
the contrary, it has been fully made appear, in the Courſe 
of this Inquiry, and the Fact is unqueſtionably ſo, that the 
Navigation from the French Sugar Settlements to Miſſiſippi 
holds all the Vear round, as well by Night as by Day, and 
is not attended with ſo much Difficulty, as that to our 
© a Northern 
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Northern Colonies, and that the Paſſage there would be 
gained in a Quarter of the Time: And that ſuppoſing the 
Paſſage from Miſſiſippi back to Martinico, was near twice 
as long as from Boſton to Martinico, which yet it is nor, 
the French would notwithſtanding be in all reſpects in a 
much better Caſe, in relation to the Lumber-Trade, than 
they are now: for Lumber is the cheapeſt Thing to deal in, 
in America; it colts nothing but Labour, and the Difference 
of Time in the Return will be made up by the Shortneſs 
of the Voyage to theſe Places. Beſides, if it was not, the 
meer Difference of Time would be inconſiderable ; and 
notwithſtanding that, the Advantage to the French would 
be prodigious, and our Loſs in proportion. And that the 
meer Difference of Time in the Paſſage, could not be 
at all conſiderable, will appear very evident, when YouR 
LoRDSHIP is acquainted that the Voyage from our Nor- 
thern Colonies to Sarinam, and in the Return, takes up 
more Time, and is attended with more Hazards and Dith- 
culties, than a Voyage from Martinico to Miſſiſippi, and 
back from Miſſiſippi to Martinico. | 


A ND as to the Navigation up the River &. Lawrence, 
the Iſland of St. Johns lies at the Entrance of the Gulph, 
and is ſo free from any the leaſt Difficulty in its Navi- 
gation, that I haye before mentioned it to be quicker and 
ſafer than to and from Boſton. Beſides, it is admitted on all 
hands, that the River St. Lawrence is Navigable ſix Months 
in twelve; and Iam very credibly informed, that it is Na- 
vigableall the Year round : but ſuppoſing it was not, who 
of the Sugar Planters will venture to affirm, that the French 
during the Time it is navigable, will not ſupply themſelves 
with ſuch Plenty of Lumber as will anſwer all their Wants, 
till it becomes navigable again? It is very certain they may, 
and it is as likely they will. | 
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BUT ſuppoſing there was a preſent Difficulty attending 
the Navigation to and from theſe Places, are there not 
many other Places of Supply free from this Objeftion? Or 
if there were not, will not Neceſſity, Uſe and Experience 
render that eaſy and familiar, which at firſt appears hazar- 
dous and difficult ? Hath not this been the Caſe of moſt Navi- 
gations? Was it not ſo at firſt to Virginia, and was any Navi- 
gation repreſented as more difficult and hazardous than that 
of our own River Thames ? And yet what Navigations are 
now better known, and more free from Hazard and Danger 
than theſe? 


"BUT to carry this ſtill further: Should I ſuppoſe for a 
Moment only, that the French and Dutch could not be 
ſupplied with Lumber from their own Lands in America, 
et I beg leave to think it would not at all follow from 
thence, that they muſt of neceſſity have it from our Nor- 
thern Colonies? No, My Lorb, while there is Timber in 
Europe, there can be no Neceſſity of this nature; for who 
will gainſay, but that they may be fully ſupplied from 
thence? And when the Price they give fot it to our Nor- 
thern Colonies, is compared with the Price they may have 
for it at Norway and Hambro, the Difference in Price in 
fetching it from thence, will come out to be nothing, or 
a Trifle next to nothing, and would not operate fo much 
as to add Sixpence per Cent. more Charge in the Pro- 
duction of their Sugar. | 


THE French and Dutch give the Northern Colonies, 
afrer the Rate of three Pounds per Thouſand for their Hog- 
ſhead Staves, and ſo in proportion for the reſt of their 
Lumber; and it is notorious they may have the like Quantity 
of Hogſheads Staves from Hambro for two Pounds. And 
conſidering the Ships go from Old France to * 

etzle- 
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Settlements moſtly in Ballaſt, the Expence of Carriage 
wou'd be a meer Trifle. | 


S O that it is very clear, the French and Dutch need ne- 
ver want a full Supply of Lumber, and that at reaſonable 
Rates too, tho' they had not a ſingle Stave from the Nor- 
thern Colonies, or even from any other Part of America. 


BEFORE I go off from the Head of Lumber, I beg 
Your LoRDsHlP's Indulgence to remove out of my Way 
a very fallacious Argument which I have heard made uſe of, 
to ſhew it wou'd not anſwer to the French and Dutch to 
fetch their Lumber from Hambro: for it has been advanc'd, 
that Hogſhead Staves arc ſold by the Northern Colonies for 
about three Pounds per thouſand, whereas they cannot have 
Hogſhead Staves at Hambro under ſix Pounds per thouſand ; 
and that the Price of their other Lumber differs in the ſame 
Proportion: And does not this, ſay the Sugar-Planters, clearly 


demonſtrate what a mighty Difference there muſt be to the 
French and Dutch in the Price of their Lumber, if they are 


drove to fetch it from Europe? This Argument at firſt, I 
own, My Lord, ſeems to carry an Appearance of ſome 
Weight with it: But, when the Myſtery is unfolded, it 
ſtrongly recoils the other Way: And when I inform Your 
LoRDSH1P, that one Hambro Stave makes three of the Nor- 
thern Colonies Staves, I am ſure this Argument will at once 
ceaſe to have any Strength againſt, and will very ſtrongly 
enforce, what I have been advancing on this Head, and at 
the ſame time be one flagrant Inſtance the Sugar-Planters do 


not act with that Candour, which ought always to be ſhewn 
to a Britiſh Legiſlature, | * 


As to Horſes and Mules, it is not pretended the French 
want any but upon Martinico and the Iſlands lying near 
it; for they are ſo far from wanting them at Hiſpaniola, 
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that they are capable of ſupplying all their own Iſlands from 
thence with Horſes, which wou'd not coſt them (conſider- 
ing the Navigation wou'd be in their own Veſſels) ſo much 
as they now pay for them to our Northern Colonies. They 
might likewiſe have any Number of Horſes from Miſſiſippi 
in return for their Rum and Molaſſes, and they might have 
any Number of Mules, which are preferable to Horſes, 
from Curaſſoa. And if all theſe Places could be ſuppos d 


| to fail, the Dutch wou'd indiſputably ſupply themſelves, 


and the French too, with Mules, which the French need 
never want in a fair open Trade with the Dutch. 


FOR theſe Reaſons, and from the demonſtrable Cer- 


tainty there is, that the French and Dutch cou'd be eaſily 


ſupply d with Lumber, Horſes and Mules, and at reaſonable 
Rates, tho' our Northern Colonies were reſtrain'd from 
ſupplying them; I preſume the Article of Lumber and 
Horſes, which was inſerted in the Bill brought in the laſt 
Seſſions of Parliament, is omitted out of the preſent : and 
I hope from thence, as well as from the Strength of the 
Obſervations I have taken the liberty thus to lay before 
Your LoRDsHlP, I may very reaſonably infer, that the 
French and Dutch being ſupply'd with Lumber and Hor- 
ſes from our Northern Colonies, cannot poſſibly be any 
real Cauſe whereby the French are enabled to underſell 
us in the Sugar Trade; and that the obliging them to go 
elſewhere for their Lumber, even tho' they were to fetch 
it from Europe, wou'd not occaſion any Riſe in the Price of 
their Sugars, or at leaſt not ſuch . Kiſe as would be of any 
Service to the Brztiſh Sugar Traders. 


I am likewiſe humbly of Opinion, that our Northern 
Colonies taking from the French and Dutch their Molaſ- 
ſes in Exchange for Lumber, &c. is no ways aſſiſting to 
their ſelling their Sugars cheaper than the Engliſh. 75 
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will clearly appear from conſidering that the French and 
Dutch have very many Years paſt erected large Diſtilleries 
in their Sugar-Scttlements ; and that they have long ſince 
diſtilled their Molaſſes into Rum. I have indeed heard it 
queſtion'd, whether the French underſtood the Art of di- 
ſtilling Rum; but thoſe who know that the French were 
the firſt Diſtillers in Europe, can have no doubt of this 
Kind. And as the French know how to diſtil their Mo- 
laſſes into Rum; ſo they are not at a loſs ro find out a 
Vent for both. They conſume their Molaſſes and Rum 
in large Quantities amongſt themſelves, and in their own 
Fiſheries. They likewiſe ſend large Quantities of Molaſſes 
and Rum to Cape Breton ; from which Place the Eng- 
liſh Fiſheries very often ſupply themſelves therewith, when 
they are in want of theſe Commodities, which is very often, 
as it is; and wou'd be much more frequent, ſhou'd the 
Northern Colonies be reſtrained from buying Foreign Mo- 
laſſes. The French likewiſe very often ſell it to our 
Engliſh Fiſheries, by means of their Bankers, who, in ex- 
change, get the firſt and beſt of our Fiſh. They likewiſe 
vend large Quantities of it among the many Nations of 
Indians, on the Continent of America, who are in their 
Intereſt and Friendſhip ; particularly in and about Canada and 
Monreall, behind Neu- or, and on the Back of Carolina 
and New-England; and lay hold of all Opportunities by 
means of their Rum, to tempt the Engliſb Indians, and 
gain them to their Intereſt: and it is to be fear'd, they will 
have the whole Supply of all our Indians, and Fiſheries too, 
with this Commodity, ſhou'd this Bill paſs. | 


THEY alſo have of late ſent great Quantities of Mo- 
loſſes and Rum to Miſi/appr, where they (ell it to the In- 
habitants in exchange for Lumber, and the Inhabitants ſell 
the Rum to the Indians, who are very numerous there, in 


return for their Peltry. 
THEY 
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THEY likewiſe ſend their Rum to the Coaſt of Africa, 
to purchaſe Negroes ; and if there could be any Doubt, 
whether by all theſe ſeveral Channels they could find a 
Vent for their Rum, I am ſure there can be none, as to that I 
am going to mention; I mean, their ſending it to Europe, 
which they now actually do. And notwithſtanding the fa- 
vourite Topick which the Advocates for the Bill have 
ſeemed much to delight in, That the French would never 
ſuffer their Sugar-Planters to diſtil their Molaſſes into Rum, 
in regard to the Prejudice which might thence ariſe to 
their French Brandys, they not only do in Fact permit it, 
but Rum of the Manufacture of their own Plantations is 
actually allowed to be imported into, and is publickly ſold 
in Old France? Beſides, My Lorp, can any Law of ours 
hinder the French and Dutch from ſending their Molaſſes 
and Rum all up the Baltick, and to Holland, Hambro, 
Spain and Lisbon, where they will certainly find a Vent 
for it; and from taking what Lumber they may want from 


Hambro, in Exchange? Or if France ſhould not do it, 


what Aſſurances can we have that the Dutch will not 
gladly buy of the French all their Molaſſes and Rum, to 
import it for Sale into Europe? But when Your Lorpsne 
is informed that Molaſſes is now actually exported from 
Old France to Holland, and the other Places I have juſt 
mentioned, who pay the French from forty Pound to fifty 
Pound per Cent. more for it than it is ſold for at Martinico, 
Your -LoRp$SHIP can have no Doubt but that the Fronch 
Sugar-Planters will as ſoon and as effectually find the Way 
to ſend their Rum and Molaſſes into gw, if they are 
put upon it, (as they will be by this Bill, if it paſs into a 
Law,) as they did with their Sugars in the Year 1715. But I 
humbly hope the Effect of that Prohibition will be a 

Argument to prevent another, which in all probability 
would prove infinitely more deſtructive than the firſt. 


— 
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any further Trouble on this Head, and that what I have 
ſaid is abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy YouR LoRDSHI that 
there is no room to queſtion but that the French and 
Dutch will, with great Eaſe and Profit to themſelves, find 
a Vent for their Molaſſes and Rum, and that much more 
beneficial than the preſent Method they are in, of ſelling 
it to the Northern Colonies in exchange for their Lumber, 
ſhould they be put upon it: and if ſo, it is impoſſible 
to conceive how the reſtraining our Northern Colonies 
from taking from the French and Dutch their Molaſſes, 
a groſs Commodity and unmanufactured, can have any ſuch 
Influence over the Price of their Sugars as the n of 
the Bill would endeayour to inſinuate. | 


a 3 U T. My Lond, I will carry it yet farther: I ben lee 
to aſſert that the French, (if they ſhould be prohibited 
from ſelling their Molaſſes to the Northern Colonies) 
ſhould be ſo ignorant as to throw it away, and make no 
Profit from it at all, which no Man in his Senſes, who has 
the leaſt Knowledge of the Genius, Induſtry, and Skill in 
Trade of this Nation, can ever think they would do; 
eſpecially if what the Sugar-Planters ſay be true, that the 
Molaſſes and Rum will defray the whole Expence of a Plan- 
tation: yet even in this Caſe the French and Dutch would 
not be thereby reduced:to a neceſlity of raiſing the Price of 
Sugar; or if at all, not above Four and a Half per Cent. 
which would be ſo inconſiderable a Riſe, that it would by 
no means enable the Engliſh to beat them out of this Trade, 
in foreign Markets, where they already underſell us Twen- 
ty - five per Cent. That this is true, will very plainly ap- 
pear, when Your LoxDshir conſiders, that the Price the 
Northern Colonies give the French for their Molaſſes, is 
but Three Pence or Four Pence per Gallon; which is about 
D ; Twcaty= 
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Twenty-five Shillings per Hogſhead. Now ſuppoſe one 
Hogſhead of Molaſſes drained from two Hogſheads of Sugar; 
theſe two Hogſheads of Sugar would (ell for Twenty-cighr 
Pounds and upwards, in the Foreign Exropean-Markets, 
at the Price the French now ſell their Sugars for there. So 
that if it could be granted that the Molaſſes was all flung 
away, and produced nothing, it would occafion a Loſs only 
of Twenty-five Shillings in Twenty- eight Pounds on their 
— Gains, which is not quite Four and a Half per 

ent. | 


SO that when the Gentlemen of our Sugar-Iſlands 
ſpeak of the Molaſſes and Rum defraying the Expence of 
a Plantation, they ſhould confine it to their own Planta- 
tions, and then it might very probably hold: for conſi- 
dering they diſtil almoſt all their Molaſſes into Rum ; and 
conſidering the very high Price they ſell it for, I believe 
it may be true with reſpec to . | 


AND if it be ſo, pray Mr Lord conſider what vaſt 
Profits, the Britiſb Sugar-Planters muſt then have; and 
what little Foundation there is for them to apply for 
Relief. For I am thoroughly ſatisfied, that the Sugars 
imported into this Kingdom, from our own Iſlands, have 
annually produced at leaft half a Million Profit to the 


Britiſh Sugar-Planters, after Payment of all the Duties, 


Commiſſton and Freight, and all other Expences ; and 
which abundantly ſhews, their being underſold by the 
French, is not from their being unable to afford their 

ars cheaper, but from a determined Reſolution not to 
do it. But this Way of arguing, when applied to the 
Caſe of the French and Dntch, will not hold by any 
Means; for they readily ſell the Northern-Colonies, their 
Molaſſes untnanufaQured, and at the low Price I have 
before mentioned to Your Lon sul: and it * 
Dil E 1 ©, 


( 27) 
ble, that the total Loſs of Molaſſes can affect the Price of 
Sugar, more than the Molaſſes hath uſually ſold for. 


BUT Mr Lon, a Gentleman, who has lately diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in favour of theSugar-Planters, and whoſe Judgment 
the Sugar-Planters will ſurely never diſpute, has carried it 
ſtill further, and declared, That if all the Rum and Mo- 
laſſes were deſtroyed, it would not affect the Price of Su- 
gar in Europe. And when J conſider, that the Price of 
Rum and Molaſſes has roſe of late Years, in our own 
Iſlands, much more in propottion than Sygars have fallen, 
I am very much inclined to be of the ſame Opinion. 
And that this is ſo, ſeems to be ſupported by conſtant 
Obſervation: for unleſs I am very much miſtaken, the 
Difference in the Price, between the Exgyiiſh and French 
Sugars, Eleven Years ago and more, was wider between 
us then, than it is now, and that they then underſold the 
Engliſh in a greater degree in the Veſ- Indies, than they 
do now in the foreign European Markets; though at that 
time, the Sugar Gentlemen would have it, they flung 
their Molaſſes away, and though foreign Molaſſes and 
Rum is now three times the Price it uſed to be: yet 
that has not in the leaſt reduced the Price of their Su- 
gar. And though our 'Sugar-Planters ſell all their Molaſ- 
fes and Rum, (for they don't ſo much as pretend they 
have any left on their hands at the Year's End) and make 
three times the Profit from it, the Dutch and the French 
do from theirs ; yet they refuſe, to ſell their Sugars fo 

cheap, or to fall the Price of their Sugars at all upon 
this account. Se that though the high Price of Molaſles 
and Rum in our own Iſlands, it ſeems, is not to be urged as 
any manner of Reaſon for lowering the Price of our Su- 
gar; yet a much leſs Price forthe ſame Commodities in 

the Foreign Sugar-Settlements is to be indiſputably taken 
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for the chief Reaſon of the low Price Foreign Sugars are 
ſold at. What Candor or Force ſuch a Way of Reaſoning 
carries with it, YOUR LoRDSH1P will judge. YouR Lorp- 
SHIP will likewiſe conſider, whether theſe Facts do not af- 
ford a very ſtrong Argument, that the Price of Sugars 
has not the leaſt Dependance on the Vent of the Molaſſes or 
Rum: My Los, the Price muſt be governed by the Crops 
and the Markets; and oy who will ol it n will 
have the Trade. 


BUT, My band though I have for Argument ſake 
conſidered, what would be the Conſequence, ſuppoſing 
the French and Dutch ſhould fling away their Molaſſes ; 
yet I would not be underſtood, to mean by this, as if any 
thing of that kind had ever been advanced; No, My 
LorD; for nothing of this nature has been ever ſaid 
with relation to Surinam, even by the moſt zealous Sup- 
porters of the Bill; nor could they venture upon ſuch an 
Aſſertion, becauſe they very well know that the Nor- 
thern Colonies have carried on the Molaſſes Trade with 
Surinam ever ſince that Place has been in the hands of 
the Dutch, which is upwards of ſixty Years; and always 
have been, and ftill are, ſupplied with one Third 
at leaſt of their whole quantity of Molaſſes from that Place. 
And if the buying Molaſſes had ſo material an Effect on 
the Price of Sugars, as is now alledged, how came it to 
paſs, that it was not diſcovered ſooner, in relation to 
the Dutch, between whom and the Northern- Colonies 
this Trade hath been of ſo long Continuance > And as 
ro the French, it has never been yet ſhewn, that they 
flung away their Molaſſes. It has indeed been urged, that in 
rhe Infancy of their Settlements, they fed their Hogs and 
their Cattle with it, and uſed it as Dung for their Land. 
But is this, My LorD, to throw it away? I humbly take 
it to be the Reverſe ; it is putting it to a Uſe, and for 
ought 
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ought I know, a very proper and a very profitable one. 
'But if they did throw it away, at their firſt ſettling and 
making of Sugar, they did no more than what was done 
in all our own Sugar-Settlements, at their firſt Entrance 
on the Production of that Commodity. 


BESIDES, My Lonp, has it any Appearance of an 
Argument to ſay that, becauſe the French and Dutch in 
the Infancy of their Settlements gave their Molaſſes to 
their Hogs, and their Cattle, and' dunged their Lands with 
it, that therefore they, ſhould put the ſame to no other 
Uſe, now when it is become a Merchantable Commo-+ 
dity, and when their Settlements are brought to the higheſt 
Degree of Perfection; and when they have, at great ex- 
pence, erected ſeveral large Diſtilleries for no other Uſe, 
* to dini theſe Melaſſes into Rum? 


Mr Lorp, I ſhall treſpaſs on your Patience but with 
one further Argument, on this Head, drawn from the 
Crown of France having, from time to time, iſſued 
very ſevere Edicts, prohibiting the French to carry on this 
Lumber and Molaſſes Trade, with the Northern Colonies; 
the laſt of which, was not iſſued above three Years ago; 
and from our being obliged to pay a handſome Compli- 
ment to the French Governours, to be permitted to trade 
with them in theſe Commodities : which in my humble Ap- 
prehenſion prove the Advantages We have by this Trade, 
and the Damage which the Crown of France perceives is 
done to them by it, as ſtrong as N eu Arguments 
which can be offered. 


AND here 1 cannot help dee one Thing to 
Your Lok psnir's Conſideration, which, tho it may poſ- 
ſibly have no very near Relation to the Bill, may yet ſerve 

to ſhew how very unreaſonable the Sugar-Planters me in 
their 
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their preſent Requeſt, My Loa, it is univerſally allowed, 
that the great Number of Negroes. employed in a Planta- 
tion is by much the moſt chargeable Article of the whole 
Buſineſs, and that the ſupplying the Planters with Lumber 
and Horſes bears no manner of proportion thereto : and yet, 
which is very ſurprizing, our Iſlanders make the loudeſt 
Complaints of the Northern Colonies for ſelling the na- 
tural and almoſt only Produce of their Lands to the French ; 
when it is notarious that Famaicu, under no ſuch Ne- 
ceſſity, but merely for the ſake of Profit, ſupplies them 
even with their Negrocs, ſo eſſential to their Sugar- Works: 
and it is alſo equally notorious, that the Barbadians 
themſelves, notwithſtanding their Law to the contwary, 
and all their Clamours — the Northern Colonies on 
this head, do actually buy the French Molaſſes, to ſell it 
again at their own extravagant Prices to the Northern Colo- 
nies ; which is a manifeſt Proof, that they do not really think 
the buying Foreign Molaſſes fo deſtructive to them, and be- 
.aeficial to the French, as they would repreſent ; and likewiſe 
that our on Iſlands cannot furniſh the Northern 3 
with a ſuffcient Quantity do anſwer their Occaſions. 


THUS 1 hope, Mr Lonp, I have made it picialy- ap- 
pear, that the Northern Colonies taking Molaſſes and Rum 
from the French, is not the real Cauſe of the French's ſelling 
their Sugats · cheaper than the Engliſh; and that the reſtrain- 
ing the Northern Colonies from this Trade for the future, 
cannot poſſibly have that Effect, with regard to the forcing 

the French and Dutch to raiſe the Price of their Sugars in 
the Foreign European Markets, which the Sugar-Planters 
have ſo induſtriouſly given out it wou'd. But, My Lorp, 
I am afraid it would have a very contrary Effect; for inſtead 
of raiſing the Price of Foreign Sugars, it would certainly 
raiſe the Price of our own at leaſt Twenty per Cent. This 
was publickly owned by the Gontlemen produced in Sup- 


Port 
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port of this Bill before the Honourable the Houſe of Com- 
mons ; ſo that this Bill will make the Difference between 
the French and the Dutch and us ſtill wider, and enable 
them to underſell us Forty- five per Cent. My LorD, what 
kind of Remedy is this, when compared with the Evil it is 
intcnded to redreſs. 


_ THIS laſt Hint naturally leads me to conſider what 

may be the good or ill Conſequences of this Bill; and I 
am very free to own to Your Lok pshir, that I cannot 
form to my ſelf any one Benefit or Advantage, which I 
think we may reaſonably expect from it, though I can 
caſily foreſee it may be productive of a World of Mif- 
chief, and that too without a Probability of doing the 
leaſt Good: And therefore unlefs Your Lorpsnre hath it 
made out with the utmoſt Clearneſs, that the Regulation 
deſired by the Sugar-Planters, in the Trade of the Nor- 
thern Colonies, is not only neceſſary, but a beneficial one 


to the Publick ; I humbly hope Your Loxpsni will ne- 
ver be for making any Alteration in our America Trade, 


eſpecially in this Part of it, which is of ſo nice a Nature, 
that the leaſt Miftake may be attended with the moſt fatal 


Conſequences. 18 


IT ſeems to me, My Liban very plain, the only Advantage 
which can ariſe from this Bill, will be to our Sugar -Planters, 
and to them only: They will indeed by this Bill be enabled to 
ſet their own Prices upon the Rum and Molaſſes; and as the 
Demand for theſe Commodities from the Northern Co- 
lonies wou'd be vaſtly great, ſo our Sugar-Planters wou'd 
convert more of their Syrap into Molaſſes, to diſtil into 
Rum, and lefs into Sugars : and then they wou'd no lon- 
ger trouble themſelves about the Re-. exportation of this 
Commodity, but would content themfelves with produ- 


cing juſt Sugar enough - for our own Conſumption ; for 
which 
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which too they wou'd make Great - Britain pay an extra- 


vagant Price; and they would turn the reſt of their Syrup 


into Molaſſes, which they wou'd diſtil into Rum, and ſell 
to our Northern Colonies at ſuch a Price as wou'd turn 


more for their Advantage, than to endeavour to raiſe and 
ſell Sugars cheaper than the Dutch and French, and fo 
regain the Foreign European Markets for this Commodi- 
ty. I proteſt, My. Lon, I am afraid, that I have here 
hit the true Mark, and that this is the Thing ultimately 
aimed at by the Sugar-Planters, and what they hope to 
bring to paſs by means of this Bill; but if this be ſo — 
if this be their View — if they think Your Lon psi and 


the reft of our Noble Peers will not only prefer the pri- 


vate Intereſt of a few Particulars, to the publick: Good of 
the Whole, but even in- manifeſt prejudice to the Publick, 
how greatly are they miſtaxen And ſhou'd this be one of 
the Conſequences of the Bill, tho' beneficial to our Sugar- 
Planters, how , vaſtly deſtructive wou d it be to the Nor- 
thern Colonies? How greatly prejudicial to the true Inte- 
reſt of this Kingdom, as it wou d occaſion. the entire Loſs 
of our 8 Trade for Sugar, and conſequently make 
the Sugar Iflands of no farther advantage to us, than as 
they furniſh us with this Commodity, and for which too 
they will then ſet their own Price upon us: for I am firmly 
perſuaded, this Bill, inſtead. of, enabling us to recover, wou'd 
effectually deſtroy that Part of the Foreign Trade for Sugar, 
which we have hitherto kept. But ſurely, My Lon, fo 
valuable a Branch of Trade, as the Re- exportation of our Su- 
gars hath been, ſhall not be ſuffered thus eaſily to be given 

to the French and Dutch. . No, My Lonp, I hope 
t e Sugar-Planters will let a more publick Spirit prevail 
amongſt them, and that they will rouſe up from that 
Lethargy, Which ſeems to have laid ſo powerful a hold 
upon them; and if they will but uſe the proper Endea- 
Yours to regain the Sugar-Trade in European Mark 2 
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whilſt they have yet a Share in it, and whilſt it is in their 
power to do it; I am well affured they are able to do it, 
and therefore make no queſtion but they will meet with 
rhat Succeſs in the Attempt, which FAY honeſt . 
"_ wiſh them. | 


MY LORD, the intel Caſes which have been de- 
livered on Behalf of the Northern Colonies at the 7 2 
nourable the Houſe of Commons, and alſo at. the 
of 'Youx Lon bsuir's Houſe, fully point out to Yon 
Loxpgrie the many other ill Conſequences, which in all 
human Probability will neceffarily attend the paſſing a 
Bill of this kind into a Law, and which, as they haye 
been publickly delivered, I am well aſſured they have not 
ne Your Lonpshir's Peruſal. | 


YOUR LOR DSHIP there ſees the Nature of the 
Trade between Great-Britain and the Sugar-Iflands ; and 
between Great - Britain and the Northern Colonies; be- 
tween our Northern Colonies and our own and the Fo- 
reign Sugar Settlements; and alſo between our Northern 
Colonies one with another, ſtated in a very clear and ſhort, 
but in a very true Light. Yous Lon beni there perceives 
what great Quantities of Lumber and Proviſions, and how 
great a Number of Horſes (after having firſt fully ſupplied 
all the Demands of our Sugar-Iflands) arc ſent to the Fo- 
reign Sugar-Settlements, which, without ſuch a Vear, 
wou'd be à dead Loſs to the Northern Colonies and 
not only ſo, but wou'd force the French into a Method 
of fully ſupplying themſelves herewith from their own 
Settlements. Your Lorpsn1P there finds what vaſt Quan» 
tities of Rum our Northern Colonies are under a Neceſ- 
ſity of having for the Supply of our Fiſhery (which em- 
ploys above 15000 Men) — for the Support of our Indian 
Trade, and for the Uſe of all the Northern Colonies, 

E particularly 
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particularly during the Time of their Harveſts; and what 
great Quantities of Molaſſes are us d in the Fiſheries, and 
throughout all our Northern Colonies, in making of 
Beer: And that it likewiſe ſerves, and is generally uſed by 
the poorer Sort, who are very numerous, in making Pud- 
dings, and on all other Occaſions, inſtead of Sugar. It is there 
clearly made out, that Molaſſes and Rum are not only the 
chief Commodities, by which a Trade is carried on, between 
our Northern Colonies one with another; but that our Fiſh- 
cries, and the preſerving a Friendſhip and Commerce with 
the Indians, both entirely depend on a full Supply thereof, 
and that the Conſumption of theſe Commodities is ſo 
great, that all the Northern Colonies can get from our 
own and the French Settlements together, is not near 
ſufficient to anſwer their Demands. It there likewiſe a 
pears that 300 Sail of Enghſh Veſſels (and I believe the 
Number to be much greater) entirely depend upon the 
Lumber and Molaſſes- Trade. There Your Lorpsnie ſees 
how greatly the Northern Colonies exceed the Sugar Iſlands 
both in their Exports and Imports, and alſo in the Duties 
they pay to the Crown. | How yaſtly the Ballance of 
Trade is in favour of Great-Britain with reſpe& to her 
Northern Colonies; how much againſt Great-Britain in 
"regard to her Sugar-Iſlands; and as a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence hereof, of how much greater Importance the Nor- 
thern Colonics (notwithſtanding the Preamble: of this 
Bill to the contrary) are to this Kingdom than the Sugar- 
Iſlands. Your Loxpshir there finds what a vaſt. Quantity 
of Britiſh Manufactures is conſumed by our Northern Co- 
lonies, infinitely beyond what the Sugar-Iſlands can pre- 
tend to take off, and what great Labour and Induſtry they 
make uſe of, and how many Difficulties they are put to, 
even with the aſſiſtance of the Lumber and Molaſſes- 
Trade to the Foreign Settlements, to make Returns to 
Great-Britain for thoſe Manufactures: And that ſhou'd 
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this Lumber and Molaſſes-Trade be taken away, they will 
then be at once diſabled from making Returns for one 
half of thoſe Manufactures they now take off. There 
Your LorDg8H1P is informed, and truly informed, what 
a fatal Blow this Bill, by being made a Law, wou'd give to 
the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom : What vaſt 
Advantages, both with reſpect to their Trade and Navi- 
gation, it would throw into the Hands of the French and 
Dutch : What a large Nurſery of Britiſh Seamen, and 
what a Number of Britiſh Shipping it woud deſtroy : 
How greatly it wou'd affect the Revenues, and what Ruin 
and Deſtruction it would bring on 2d our Northern Co- 
lonies. For notwithſtanding I have often heard it objec- 
ted by the Sugar-Planters, that Virginia, Maryland, Ca- 
rolina, Penſytvania, New-Tork and Neu- Jerſey, have 
but little Trade with the Foreign Sugar- Colonies, and that 
they wou'd not be at all affected by the Bill; yet I am 
very clear, they wou'd ſoon feel the Effects of it; and they 
are ſo ſenſible of this, that they have all by their Agents 
petitioned againſt the Bill. But when I acquaint Your 
LoRDSHI1P, that in fact all theſe Colonies trade directly to 
the Foreign Sugar-Settlements with Lumber and Provi- 
fions, and take their Rum and Molaſſes in exchange, and 
that they likewiſe ſell vaſt Quantities of Proviſions to the 
New-England and Rhode-1ſland Veſſels, in exchange for 
the Rum and Molaſſes they bring them, which in moſt 
of our Northern Colonies ſerves inſtead of Money, and 
makes the chief Part of their Payments, and is the Me- 
dium of their Trade: YouR LoRDSH will, I am perſua- 
ded, think all theſe Colonies as much concerned to 

poſe this Bill, as thoſe of New-England. | 


- MY LORD, I have conſidered this Bill in the beſt 
Manner I am able, and with the utmoſt Impartiality, and 
am fully convinced it will, .. it becomes a Law, * 
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the Britiſh Subjects in our Northern Colonies, the Bond- 
ſlaves of our Sugar-Iflands, and will abridge above 500,000. 
of his Majeſty's Subjects (for there are at leaſt that Num- 
ber of white Inhabirants. in the Northern Colonies) of 
their natural Right, by forcing them into a Neceſſity of 
buying their Sugar, Rum and Molaſſes of our Sugar - Plan- 
ters at their own Rates; and in conſequence thereof, by 
confining our Northern Colonies, for the Vent of the 
Produce of their Lands and Induſtry, ſolely to our Sugar- 
Iſlands, and to ſell it at what Prices they- would pleaſe to- 


THAT theſc will be the certain Conſequences of this. 
Bill, is very plain; for tho' by the Bill — is no expreſs 
Prohibition on the Northern Colonies from ſending Pro- 
viſions, Lumber and Horſes to the French and Dutch, or 
from taking Sugar in return; yet the Reſtraint laid on 
the Northern Colonies from taking Rum and Molaſſes in 
return, does it as effectually; there being no Poſlibility of 
making any uſeful or beneficial Returns without Molaſ- 
ſes: Fox as to Cocoa, they have little or none, their Co- 
coa Walks having all lately been deſtroyed. Their Sugar, 
Cotton and Indigo are in the nature of enumerated Com- 
moditics with us, and pay a Duty on their Importation: 
in Old France: So that notwithſtanding the Governor's 
Licence to trade, if any Engliſh: Ship is found with any 
Sugar, Cotton, or Indigo on board, it is ſeized: and con- 
demned. And as for Money, we have the Authority of 
one of the principal Writers in favour of the Bill, that 
there is no Money among the French and Dutch Sugar- 
Colonies ; which he ſays is as evident a Truth, as that 
there are no Gold or Diamond Mines in Neu-England. 
Molaſſes and Rum then appear to be the only Commodi- 
ties the Northern Colonies can have in exchange for 
their Lumber, Horſes, * * and if they are 
prohibited 
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prohibited from taking theſe in exchange, which are the 
only Returns they can have, it is ſelf. evident, that - muſt 
amount to a Prohibition, even from Exporting theit Lum- 
der; Horſes and Proviſions to the Foreign Sugar Settle- 
ments, and will at once put an end to the chief; if not 
the only beneficial Branch of Trade our Northern Cole: 
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#8 ANOT:. HER certain ill Confeuetics of this Bill 
vi. It will oblige the Northern Colonies to buy at a 
Market, which can't ſupply one Fourth of what they want, 
and reſtrain them to ſell at + Market, which can't take off 
one fourth of what they can bring it being an: undeniable. 
Matter of Fact, that the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands never have, nor 
never can, in their uſual Way of Working, ſupply the Nor- 
thern Colonies with one Fourth of the do — Molaſſes 
the Northern Colonies want, neither can they take off 
ne Sommer r rener m and Proviſions: . * 


3! : 


FOR our lands, over -ſitice the . of Utrecht, had 
been ſupply d with all manner of Proviſions; Lumber and 
Horſes, much cheaper from our Northern Colonies than 
they uſed to be; and in ſuch Quantities, that many loſing 
Voyages have been made r 2 re and e 
ſions to our Iſlands. 


OUR Northern Colonies, ever ſince the Dutch ſettled 
at Surinam, have traded there too; and have been ſup- 
lied with more Molaſſes from thence before the Peace of 
Ttrecht, and lately too, than from all our own Iflands 
together. Vet, notwithſtanding ſuch Supplies, all the 
Rum and Molaſſes, which our own Iſlands have produced, 
have been conſtantly taken off at an advanced Price too, 
a Price near double the Money which they uſed to ſell 
thoſe Commodities for: And yet all theſe Supplies, both 
from the Dutch and Britiſh Sugar - Iſlands, have been ſo 
very 
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very. far from being ſufficient to anſwer the Demands of 
our Northern Colonies, that they have for theſe many 
Years paſt purchaſed full as much Rum and Molaſſes from 
the French, as from all our own. Iſlands; nay, our Nor- 
thern Colonies could have uſed and vended more, if they 
could have obtained it. And ſo far have our Iſlands been 
from taking off all the Horſes and Lumber, which the 
Northern Colonies can furniſh, that they have been, as I 
mentioned before, ſupplied cheaper than ever; and yet as 
large Quantities over and above have been ſent to the 
Foreign Iſlands: And if there was ten times the Demand, 
the Northern Colonies cou'd conveniently ſupply them 
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AN Objection has indeed been pretty confidently made, 
as if Lumber in our Northern Colonies was become ſo 

ſcarce, that there was a likelihood we might want a ſup- 

ply for own Iſlands. Strange indeed! if in a woody Coaſt 
of ſo many Hundred Miles, as the Northern Colonies con- 
ſiſt of, we ſhould ever want Timber, when we find Nor- 
way, of a far leſs Extent, has held out to furniſh great 
Part of Egrope for many Ages? — But the Objection 
wants a Foundation in Fact, the Northern Colonies be- 
ing able to make Vearly ten times the quantity of Lum- 
ber they now do, if they could find a vent for it. 


TH E Sugar-Planters have likewiſe induſtriouſly given 
out, that though they do not at preſent produce Molaſſes 
and Rum, enough to anſwer all the Conſumption of the 
Northern Colonies, (for this, I think, they are ſo candid 
as to admit) that yet from the Encouragement this Bill 
will give them, if it paſſes, they could produce ſufficient to 
anſwer all their Demand. As to which, lend me, My Lorp, 
your Patience to obſerve, that this amounts to a Confeſſion 
from the Sugar-Planters themſelves, that the Effect of =_ 
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Bill Will be what I have before hinted at, for it is certain 
our Iſlanders at preſent make uſe of all the Juice their Su- 
gar- Canes yield, and throw away none, and yet ſell all; 
ſo that it is plain, let them have what Encouragement 
they will, they cannot make more Sugar and more Molaſſes 
both : If then, they make more Molaſſes, they muſt of ne- 
ceſſity make leſs Sugar, for they cannot make the Cane 
yield more than its All. They may indeed diſtil more of 
their Syrups into Rum than they do now; but then it is 
evident, they muſt make ſo much the leſs Sugar: And Ido 
in my Conſcience believe, this is the very Plat- form upon 
which the Iſlanders proceed. For as to going upon new 
Sugar Plantations 3 Barbadoes is already work d up to its 
Height, ſo are moſt of the Leeward Iſlands, and Jamaica 
has never petitioned for this Prohibition; beſides, it is 
notorious, the Sugar - Planters have for many Years paſt, on 
all Occaſions, ſhewn an Averſeneſs to making new Sugar- 
Plantations, and have laid hold on all Occaſions to pur- 


chaſe out the leſſer Planters, who were formerly very nu- 


merous; which they have done fo effectually, that I believe 
all our Sugar Iſlands can ſcarce produce one poor induſ- 
trious Planter. By theſe Means the Sugar-Trade is now 
wholly carried on by the Opulent and Wealthy ; to which 
we owe the great riſe of our Engliſb Sugars, and this pre · 
ſent; Application to our Eegiſlature; and it is to the ſame 
melancholy Cauſe that we owe our great want of white 
People on the Weſt-India lands. 


BUT, Mr Los, put the Caſe, That our Sugar-Plan- 
tations by ſudden Hurricanes, great Droughts, or any other 
unavoidable Accidents, ſhould fail of their Crop, or have 
but a ſhort one, which, as it hath happened but too often, 
none can ſay how ſoon it may happen again; what would 
become of their boaſted Supply then, and where. muſt the 
Northern Colonies, under ſuch a Diſaſter, apply for theſe 

| Commodities? 
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Commodities? For if the Ports of the French and Durch 
are once ſhut upon them, tho but for a few Months, the 
Trade with them is loſt for ever beyond all Retrieve. Or, 


Mr Lon, ſuppoſe the Sugar-Planters, when they are ſc- 
cure that the Northern Colonies/can go nowhere elſe, re- 


fuſe to let them have any Molaſſes at all, and diſtil the 


whole into Rum, a Fact but too likely ta happen, when at 
preſent there is hardly any Molaſſes to be got a ſt em 


for Love or Money, and that little they do ſell, is at moſt 


extravagant Rates; and: ſhould this: happen, and it is moſt 
likely it will happen, what Method, Mr Lonpy is there 
then left for the Northern Colonies to take to get any 
Molaſſes at allꝰ And without a large Supply of Molaſſes, the 
Northern Colonies cannot ſubſiſt, it being the Victuals and 
Drink of the pooret ſort of the Inhabitants, Fun, | 
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80 likewiſe as t there is but too much reaſon 
to unk, from the Price our Sugar-Iflands fell their Rum 
at now, when thert are other Markets to go to, that when 
thoſe Markets are cloſed, as to the Northern Colonies, 
eſpecially conſidering the general uſe Rum has lately fallen 
into in Europe, they will ſo raiſe the Price of this Com- 
modity upon the poor induſtrious Inhabitants of the Nor- 
———— — ER We | 
the Sugar-Iflands.-” 12 11 hag 5 9W ** 80 odge 
neil den. 2 
THER E is another Objection to the Weben Colo: 
nies, upon which the Sugar-Planters have ſeemed to lay 
ſome Sort of Streſs, tho I humbly conceive without any 


| other Foundation than their own unfair Repreſentation of 


the Fact It is this That the free ſupply of Rum the [n+ 

dians uſed to have from the Maſſachuſets-Bay, New-Tork, 

and Firginia, nr of * Nonhern I Was wry 
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with ſo many Inconveniencies and Abuſes, that theſe 
three Colonies were forced to paſs very ſevere Laws, 
ſtrictly prohibiting the ſelling any Rum or Spirits to the 
Indians. | 


BUT, My Lorb, if there ever was an Objection which 
could poſſibly be weaker than the weakeſt, this is it: 
For as to the Maſſachuſets Bay, tho it is true that Pro- 
vince did. in the Year 1693, in the Infancy of their Settle- 
ment, and when they were at variance with the Indians, 
and when Rum was a ſcarce Commodity with them, paſs 
an Act laying a Penalty on ſuch as ſhould ſell any Rum 
to. the Indians; yet the Objectors ſhou'd have had Candor 
enough to have owned that this Act was never put in ex- 
ecution, and that many Years ſince this Province paſt an 
Act for erecting and appointing Truck-Houſes and Truck- 
Maſters on purpoſe to conduct and carry on the Trade with 
the Indians: by which Act, to prevent any Abuſes on the [n- 
dians, the Trade with them is wholly put under the Manage- 
ment of theſeTruck-Maſters, who are expreſlly allow'd by 
this Act to ſupply the Indians with Rum, and which Act has 
been continued down to this Time by ſubſequent Acts. 
So that Rum is ſo far from being ſeverely prohibited by 
Law to be ſold to the Indians in this Province, that it 
is expreſſly allowed by Law to be ſold them, and is put 
under the propereſt Regulations, to prevent all Poſſibility 
of Abuſe. | 


IN New-T7ork there is not any Act to prohibit the Sale 
of Rum to the Indians; ſo far from it, there have been 
many Acts paſs'd for laying a Duty on it by way of Ex- 
ciſe. And the Duty ariſing from Rum is now, and for 
many Years paſt hath been, a conſtant Branch of the Ex- 
. Ciſe, which is the main Fund for ſupporting the Revenue 
of this Province. 
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AND ſo late as in September 1731, an Act was paſſed 
in New-York, whereby, for ſupporting a very conſiderable 
Trading Houſe at Oſtvego in that Province, erected at a 
great Expence, on purpoſe to protect and ſecure our In- 
dian Trade from being loſt to the French, a Duty is laid 
on Strouds and Rum; and the Duty on Rum is One Shil- 
ling, that Currency, on every Gallon ſold to the Indians; 
and the Rum that pays this Twelve- penny Duty is ex- 
empted from the Exciſe: And the Reaſon given in the Act 

for laying this Duty on Strouds and Rum, is, for that not- 
withſtanding ſuch Duties, the Neu- Tork Traders wou d 
fill be able to ſupply the Indians with thoſe Commodi 

ties to much more advantage than the French. Which 

Acts, inſtead of fupporting the Objection, prove in the 

ſerongeſt manner, that Rum is a uſeful and neceſſary Com- 

modity in New. Tork, particularly in the carrying on 
their Trade with the Indians. | 


AN as to Virginia, the only Law I can find any 
ways relating to this Matter, is one which was paſſed in 
1705.--- By which it is EnaQed, --- That there be a 
free and open Trade for all Perſons, at all Times, and all 
Places, with all Indians whatſoever. There is indeed a 
Proviſo in this Act, That if any Perſon ſells any Rum or 
Brandy within any Town of the Tributary Indians, he 
ſhall forfeit Ten Shillings, that Currency, for every Quart 
to be ſo ſold. --- The Occaſion of which Proviſo, as I 
am very credibly informed, was this ; The Tributary 1n- 
4ians uſed to ſend: their own Traders to buy Rum from 
the Virginians, in order to retail in, their own Towns.— 
And after they had bought large Quantities for that Pur - 
poſe, other Virginian Traders, by bringing large Quantities 
of Rum to theſe Towns, injured the Market of the Indian 
Traders; they therefore applied to the Government of 

BE Virginia, 


{ 43) 
Virginia, deſiring that no Rum might be fold in their 
own Towns, but by their own Traders; and to oblige 
the Tributary Indians in this particular, this Proviſo 
was inſerted in the Act. And indeed the Proviſo itſelf 
plainly points out this as the Occaſion of it. And 
is this, My Lonxp, a Prohibition to fell Rum to the Ju- 
dians ; I humbly take it to be the reverſe, and that this 
Act ſtrongly ſhews the Neceſſity for Rum to carry on the 
Indian Trade. 


AND now, My Lorp; I will leave it to your Conſi- 
deration, whether you ought to paſs a Bill to tax Grear- 
Britain for the Support and Grandeur of her Sugar- Iſlan- 
ders; whether they have Merit enough to entitle them 
to be indulged in an Affair of ſo much Importance to us, 
as the throwing out from Employment half the Ships in 
that Trade, between Grrat- Britain and them; whether 
we ought at once to give up all the Sugar foreign Trade 
to the French and Dutch, (for it would never be the In- 
tereſt of our Iſlanders, that we ſhould ſell as cheap as they 
do;) and whether, for their Sakes only, we ought to de- 
prive many Thouſands of Seamen and Fiſhermen in North. 
Anericu of the Means of getting their Bread? To throw 
up our Fiſherics into the hands of the French, and put 
it into their power to gain the Nations of the [ndrans, 
now in our Friendfhip, over to the Intereſt of Fraxee, 
and to bring Ruin and Deſolation on all our Northern 
Colonies? All which would, I firmly believe, attend the 
paſſing this Bill; when at the ſame time all that we 
ſhould: get by it, would be rendering theſe very Iſlands of 
leſs Advantage to Great-Britain than they now are. 


THE Britiſp Nation, My Lon, I fear, will ſoon per- 
cei ve, ſhould this Bill paſs, that the French will encreaſe 


in Shipping, juſt in proportion to our Decreaſe; the 
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French will have ten Ships to one of Ours, as the Duteb had 
formerly. At preſent indeed, we have in thoſe Parts three 
Ships to one of-any other Nation ; but ſhould this Bill-paſs, 
it would deſtroy the Employment of three Hundred Sail of 
Engliſh Shipping, which is to deſtroy three Thouſand Be- 
nefactors to our own Country; three Thouſand Men who 
venture their Lives: to make us a wealthy and powerful 
People, a great and flouriſhing Nation. As I am an Eng- 
liſhman, the Thought ſtrikes me with Horror; and when I 
look towards America, it makes me tremble to think, 
that a Bill ſhould be now depending in Your Lorpsniy's 
Houſe, which, ſhould it paſs, it will put the French un- 
der a Neceſſity of improving their Northern Colonies 
there, where. they have all forts of Materials for Building 
of Ships, as well in Miſſiſippi as in the vaſt, Gulph and 
River of St. Lawrence That will cauſe three Hundred 
Sail of Veſſels either to be left to rot, or to be ſold to 
our Rivals;.and will cauſe at leaſt ten times that Number 
of Men to be left to ſtarve, or. go into the Service of the 
French, or to turn Pirates: That will put Thouſands of 
Fiſhermen under the Neceſſity of obtaining French Rum 
and other Neceſſaries from Cape Breton: That will be a 
means, for the induſtrious French, to encourage our Fiſher- 
men and Sailors, the beſt in the World, to reſide and 
live amongſt them: and that will ſubject our beſt and 
moſt profitable Northern Colonies to be ruined by the 
French, who muſt encreaſe and flouriſh in proportion to 
any reſtraint we lay upon our Trade. I am afraid, My 
LoRD, no Meaſures that the French themſelves could 
take, would render ſo effectually their Northern Colonies 
uſeful to themſelves, and terrible to us, as the paſling this 
Bill; and I wiſh, ſhould it paſs, it does not prove a Navi- 
gation- Act, for the Benefit of the French. ETD 
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BUT I truſt, and am well aſſured this will never be put to 
the Trial; for that watchful and judicious Care which Your 
LorRpsHi1P's Houſe always ſhews for the Good of our Coun- 
try, will, I am perſuaded, ſave the Northern Colonies and 
Trade of Britain from this their impending Danger, and 
prevent an Act being paſs d to oblige us to ſurrender to the 
French and Dutch Three Thouſand Seamen, Three Hun- 
dred Sail of Ships, all our profitable Fiſherys, and the many 
Indian Nations whio at prefent depend upon us, together 


with the Molaſſes and Lumber Trade, which alone brings 
to Great Britain a yearly Profit of at leaſt 100,000./. 


MY LORD, I have now done; and heartily ask Your 
LorDpsnte's pardon for detaining you thus long: And tho I 
have omitted in this Letter many things which I think ex- 
ceeding material, becauſe they are ſet forth in other Papers 
in a fuller and better manner than I am able to do; yet I 
am afraid I may have often.touch'd upon the ſame matters, 
which Your LorDSHIP may find much better treated of in 
the ſeveral Papers and Pamphlets, that have been wrote 
during the laſt and this preſent Seſſion of Parliament on 
this occaſion. But there is one, which in juſtice to the 
Author I muſt own has given me a great inſight into this 
Controverly : It is a Letter in the Free Briton of the 1 5th 
of April laſt, which is wrote with great Spirit and Judg- 
ment, and ſome of the moſt material Parts of which I have 
inſerted in this Letter: 


AS I am no ways intereſted in-the Event of this Con- 
troverſy, otherwiſe than as it may affect Great Britain it- 
ſelf; ſoI aſlure Your LorD$SH1P, nothing fhould have in- 
duced me to have troubled you with my Thoughts upon it, 
but a firm Belief that the Bill, ſhould it paſs into a Law, 
| | would 
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would prove injurious to my Country: which I beg leave 


to offer to Your LoRDSHIP as my Excuſe for this very long 
| Epidt, and that Fe me to have the Honour to 


MY LORD, 


London, 5 April, 
1732, 


* 


Your Lonsn's moſt Duti ful, 
Meſt Obedient, and.moſt Faithful 
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